-Karl Marx
Black Liberation Theology is-as its name attests to-concerned with liberation. At its best that liberation is a holistic one that takes into account liberation not only from racial and ethnic oppression but also from gender-based, sexuality-based, class or economically based, and other types of oppressions that negatively affect people of African Descent. Concerning its liberating work from economic oppression, a number of powerful conversations have emerged over the years perhaps most notably the dialogue that has occurred between Black Theology and the various streams within Marxism.
This chapter does not, however, draw upon Marxist thought for a solution to economic oppression. Rather it presents a Marxist critique and draws from Marxist thinkers as a helpful source in an effort to push Black Liberation Theology and Black Theologians toward a posture of movement making. Further it looks to the historic Economic Black Left for lessons on how to translate ideas into actions.
In the works Black Theology: A Documentary History Volume
One and Two by James Cone and Gayraud Wilmore, Cornel West takes up this initiative. And any treatment of the intersection between Black Theology and Marxism must pay proper homage to the first scholar to bring these two intellectual institutions into dialogue.
In the essay "Black Theology and Marxist Thought," he states that, Black theologians and Marxist thinkers are strangers. They steer clear of one another, each content to express concerns to their respective audiences. Needless to say, their concerns overlap. Both focus on the plight of the exploited, oppressed and degraded peoples of the world, their relative powerlessness and possible empowerment. I believe this common focus warrants a serious dialogue between Black theologians and Marxist thinkers.
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I recognize that the mentioning of Marxism can be isolating and a conversation stopper for some people. I would encourage individuals to keep an open mind around the possibility that even individuals, institutions, and movements that we may disagree with may have something to offer that might enhance our work. That has been my experience with Marxism. I am not a Marxist, but I certainly recognize and appreciate some of the tools that Black Theology and my faith tradition might employ in its efforts toward improving the world for the next generation.
At the risk of oversimplification, Marxist thought contains two specific elements: a theory of history and a theory for understanding capitalism. Marxist historiography can be described as having six major points or claims, the first of which being that the history of human societies is the history of their "transitional stages." These transitional stages can be described or distinguished by "their systems of production, or their organizational
